
PRIME AREA-PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 
To be able to:
-Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. E.g. choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole the dug with a trowel.
- Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks.
- Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on their own coat and doing up the zip.
Activities:
-Observe minibeasts and imitate how they move.
-Use balancing equipment, tunnel, tyres, wheeled toys, adventure playground to develop gross motor skills.
-Use a variety of mark making tools indoors and outside. 
-Emphasise hand washing after handling minibeasts and when playing outside.

SPECIFIC AREA-UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
To be able to:
-Plant seeds and care for growing plants.
- Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.
- Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
Activities:
Visit from Creepy Crawly Roadshow
-Look for signs of seasonal change 
- Minibeast hunting, explore the pond and our Bug Hotel
 -Role play- home corner. Outside in our Garden –a Flower shop.
-Use iPad minis for children to photograph and record what they see in our Forest. Use remote controlled bugs to develop hand /eye coordination.
Use talking turtles to record own voices talking about what they are observing.
SPECIFIC AREA-LITERACY
To be able to:
-Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.
-Develop play around favourite stories using props.
-Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.
- Ask questions about the book. Make comments and shares their own ideas.
-Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: • spot and suggest rhymes • count or clap syllables in a word • recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother.
Activities:
-Learn topic related songs and rhymes including Share minibeast related stories including: The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Very Busy Spider
-Provide opportunities for mark making activities inside and out. Phonics Activities.

PRIME AREA-COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE
To be able to:
· Use a wider range of vocabulary.
· Understand a question or an instruction that has 2 parts, e.g. go and get your coat and wait at the door.
· Understand ‘why’ questions, like, “why do you think the caterpillar got fat?”
· Activities:
-  Recreating stories through role play in the Flower Shop and small world minibeasts.         
- Act out the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar
- Naming and describing minibeasts, parts of plants
- Sing or recite a variety of topic related songs, rhymes and poems.
PRIME AREA-PSED
· To be able to:
· Understand gradually how others might be feeling.
· Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries, e.g. accepting that not everyone can be Spider-man in the game and suggesting other ideas. 
· Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories. 
· Talk about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because…” or “I love it when …”
- Activities:
- Talking about the different characters in the Eric Carle Stories.
- During Key Worker/circle time
- During independent play.

SPECIFIC AREA-EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN
To be able to:
-Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
- Join different materials and explore different textures.
-Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials. Make simple models which express their ideas.
-Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.
- Listen with increased attention to sounds.
- Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.
Activities:
-Create own minibeasts using collage, paint and malleable materials
- Learn a variety of minibeast related rhymes and actions
- Move like different minibeasts.
- Act out the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
 - Develop different painting techniques using large rollers, mops, squirty bottles, ping   pong balls, feathers and other tools.


SPECIFIC AREA-MATHEMATICS 
To be able to:
-Say one number for each item in order- 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
-Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.
-Talk about and identify the patterns around them. E.g. stripes, designs on wallpaper. Use informal language e.g. ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.
-Extend and create ABAB patterns, e.g. stick, leaf, stick, leaf.
-Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern.
- Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘them’ etc.
- Describe a familiar route.
Discuss routes and locations using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.
Activities:
·  Use minibeast sorting set for counting and sorting activities
-    Draw simple minibeasts or collect sets of minibeasts when representing quantities.
-    In flower shop count coins and objects purchased. 



Down at the Bottom of the Garden
Summer 1
STARTING POINTS
The children are more than half way through their time in nursery and are confident in the setting and are established with our daily routines, accessing the continuous provision independently and joining in adult led activities appropriately.                                                                                                  
What do the children already know about the natural environment? Have they watched TV programmes about plants/minibeasts or viewed items on the internet? Have any children visited grown plants or handled minibeasts?
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