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Ribbleton Avenue Infant School 
Reading Policy

Introduction
At RAIS we strive to meet the needs of all learners and believe that a quality curriculum should develop children’s love of reading and discussion. We understand that all pupils must develop their communication, language, reading and other literacy skills to fully access other areas of the curriculum.
We use the SIMs tracker to assess children each term and continually monitor progress half termly to allow pupils to reach targets and make good progress and attainment. The aim is to ensure pupils develop an understanding, independence in learning, critical awareness and appreciation of a variety of texts.

Each classroom has a library or reading area to promote interest, independence and enthusiasm in reading as well as weekly trips to our school library where children can loan books to enjoy at home with their families.

Purpose of Study

We believe that a high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society.
Aims of our Reading policy
· To ensure that all learners are offered a broad range of learning experiences in language, literature and media text so they can, as speakers, listeners, readers and writers, take pleasure in all aspects of English and literacy.

· To develop an interest in books and reading for enjoyment

· To ensure the appropriate delivery of the Statutory Framework for the EYFS and the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 in communication and language and in literacy.

· To read with confidence, fluency and understanding.

· To ensure the appropriate delivery of synthetic phonics through the use of our teaching sequence planning (based on letters and sounds guidance and families of sounds)
· To ensure that children have access to independent reading opportunities and adult supported reading and opportunities.

· To aim to practise and apply literacy skills throughout other curriculum areas.

· To develop an interest in words, their meanings and broaden vocabulary in spoken and written forms.

· To provide a literacy rich environment.

· To ensure high standards of teaching and achievement.
Approaches to Reading 
Core books are allocated to each year group book corner, where children have the opportunity to return to familiar and favourite texts throughout the year. These books have been specifically chosen to scaffold future speaking and writing structures. 

The profile of reading is raised and celebrated through book week, alongside weekly celebration assemblies for star readers. Home reading is rewarded with certificates and prizes each year as children reach certain numbers of books that have been read at home.

Foundation stage
During the Foundation stage children are offered experiences of reading which include;
· sharing stories, rhymes poems and other texts

· hearing and recognising in print initial, final and medial sounds

· building up the recognition of some common words

· taking library and reading books home
· the beginning of guided and shared reading sessions.

In Nursery, children listen to and learn about a focussed story each week. By Spring term they take library books home and in the Summer term, children begin to borrow ORT books in preparation for reception. In Reception an adult in school will listen to each child read at least once per week, usually in the form of a guided reading session. At the start of the year, this may be more of a shared read or independent read, involving discussion and modelling of reading tasks.
Key stage 1

In key stage 1 pupils should be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the following ranges of literature:

· Stories and poems with familiar settings and those based on imaginary or fantasy worlds.

· Stories, plays and poems from significant children’s authors.

· Retelling of traditional folk and fairy stories.

· Stories and poems from a range of cultures.

· Stories, plays and poems with patterned and predictable language.

· Stories and poems that are challenging in terms of length and vocabulary.

· Print and ICT based information texts.

· Dictionaries, encyclopaedias and other reference materials.

Shared Reading

Reading should be modelled by adults on a regular basis throughout the week, through shared reading sessions, where children can learn how to apply the knowledge and skills that they are acquiring in phonics and daily word level work. The teacher should lead discussions around the text to help children develop their understanding and build on comprehension skills.
Focussed texts for each year group are outlined by the class teachers and shared centrally to avoid repetition.

Class texts, picture books and novels are read each week in allocated ‘story/reading time’ to develop reading for pleasure alongside weekly visits to the school library where children can take books home to enjoy.
Guided Reading

A skilled adult works with a small group of children who are able to read at a similar level. The book is introduced and the genre/text type is discussed (where appropriate). Children are encouraged to make links and share own experiences. The adult scaffolds the learning by guiding the children through the text and prompting them to use what they have learnt in shared reading and other literacy activities. Children will be given a range of strategies to support and further their reading. This begins in EYFS to develop and understanding of reading and allows for application of phonics and comprehension.
The adult will lead the group and focus on the following key skills for reading:

Literal skills

Deductive skills

Inferential skills

Evaluative skills

In KS1, children are often given the opportunity to return to the text, discussing strategies, revisiting questions and discussing answers linked to the focus skill. Children will respond to the text, developing and justifying their opinions and explore personal preferences. Year 2 children complete a follow up task to further enhance their understand and comprehension skills. The adult also uses VIPERS questioning to develop the children’s understanding.

During the Guided reading session, other groups may complete other appropriate activities such as follow up tasks, SPaG activities, handwriting practise and library sessions.

Reading at home
Each child takes at least one reading book home each day. Books can be changed 2-3 times each week. Information is shared between home and school through the reading diary, which is written in by both school staff and parents. In Reception children take home 2 books each week which have been introduced during a guided reading session to model appropriate strategies and begin discussion, which can then be continued at home. In Nursery, in the Spring term, the children take library books home with listening activities and in the Summer term, children begin to borrow ORT books in preparation for reception.
Phonics

We follow our teaching sequence of planning based on sound families and the ‘letters and sounds’ programme to teach phonics. Phonics is usually delivered in daily 20-25 minute sessions by a mixture of teachers and teaching assistants. The organisation of phonics delivery is flexible to allow for appropriate phonics teaching for the range of abilities in each class and year group. Phonics teaching needs to be pacey and active with a variety of activities and resources to support segmenting and blending. Activities may include writing for application.  Phonics learning should be recorded regularly either in books, 2 simple or annotated on planning. Work may be recorded in a variety of formats, including; large paper, whiteboards, books, photographs etc. Children are encouraged to apply their phonics throughout reading and writing activities across the curriculum. 
Teacher assessments for phonics are collected half-termly identifying the phase and week that each child is working at. This information is used to identify intervention groups.

Nursery children also access phonics provision and learning and take part in 2 x weekly phonics sessions starting in the Autumn term once settled.

Vocabulary Development
Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress across the whole curriculum. Teachers actively develop vocabulary weekly, building systematically on pupils’ current knowledge. They increase pupils’ store of words in general; simultaneously, they should also make links between known and new vocabulary and discuss the meaning of similar words. In this way, pupils expand the vocabulary choices that are available to them when they write. In addition, it is vital for pupils’ comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet in their reading across all subjects. Teachers share new vocabulary each week with children, sharing definitions and focusing on using and locating chosen words in texts. Each word is stored and revisited throughout the year. 
Assessment
Feedback is provided in the moment or shortly after reading a section of text. The feedback focuses on reading strategies (including phonics) and reading focus. It provides clear strategies and support to help the child improve their reading and understanding. 
In Foundation stage, children’s communication and language and literacy progression is monitored individually through the development matters age related expectations and is assessed using 2 simple.
In key stage 1, children’s individual progress in reading is monitored continuously through the use of 2simple, teacher assessment framework and the national curriculum assessment sheets. Throughout each unit of work, guided or independent reading session, teachers will make assessment notes and use 2 simple to assess the child.
Assessment judgements are discussed at regular data meetings between the SLT and class teachers. They are also moderated across year groups and phases on a termly basis.

Review:

This policy will be reviewed every 3 years or sooner if necessary.

Reviewed June 2020.
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