



Vocabulary 

Teaching Vocabulary at Ribbleton Avenue Infant School


Vocabulary Teaching
Developing children’s vocabulary is an important part of the curriculum at Ribbleton Avenue Infant School. Many of the children who attend our school are developing their English vocabulary because they are either learning English as a second language (EAL learners) or they have limited life experiences because of social economic challenges. It is important for us that all children have access to a curriculum that allows them to develop their understanding of language and widens their vocabulary across all areas of learning. 
Our approach…
We have decided to teach vocabulary in 2 specific ways; one is to identify and teach specific vocabulary related to the curriculum being taught, the second way it to immerse children in language rich environments so that they can develop their language through every day use and practice. 
We have identified in our curriculum vocabulary which we have decided to ‘intentionally’ teach as part of regular lessons. Words that fall into this specific type of vocabulary will be explicitly taught to children during an appropriate lesson context. Teachers will explain to children the meaning and origins (where appropriate) of these words and how these words are used in the context of the lesson. Our aim is to provide deeper meaning to this language with the hope that this will help the children retain the new vocabulary and use it in the future. 
Alongside this specifically identified vocabulary children will also be immersed in a language rich environment where wider and more general language is developed. All staff will take opportunities to use and model appropriate language in the correct context so that children are constantly enriching their own language. When required some identified children will have more direct input to support their understanding and development of their vocabulary. This may involve 1:1 or group sessions. 


Specifically identified vocabulary
Below you can find a table which shows within our foundation subject curriculum the words teachers have identified for specific teaching. The words are specific to the unit that is being taught however there is the expectation that children will know, use and understand words that are of equal importance from the previous units. For example the word ‘texture’ will be taught in autumn term year 1 during their DT cooking lessons and then this word will be continually used across the curriculum throughout KS1. This will allow teachers to revisit important vocabulary to check children’s knowledge and understanding. 
Where schemes are bought in and used in school teachers will follow the same principles for how the vocabulary is taught in the lessons however it has already been highlighted and identified within the progression of the scheme and therefore is not within this document. Teachers should always make sure that within each lesson the key vocabulary is taught and not just used.  
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General Vocabulary taught throughout year 1
Tools, light, dark, length, style, flatten, twist, trace, pinch, construct, model, thick, thin. 

	Year 1 Cycle A

	People Who Helped Us 
(Autumn 2)

	Sketch, portrait, observe, position, tone, media, direction, pressure, style.

	Home Sweet Home
(Spring 1)

	Primary, Secondary, brush, stroke, texture, shade, technique, media

	Pirates
(Summer 1)

	Form, mold, 

	Year 1 Cycle B

	Marvelous Me
(Autumn 2)

	Sketch, portrait, observe, position, tone, media, direction, pressure, style.

	Our Country
(Spring 1)

	Primary, Secondary, brush, stroke, texture, shade, technique, media

	Globe Trotters
(Summer 1)

	Form, mold,

	Year 2

	Great Explorers
(Autumn 1)
	Combination, pointillism, direction, purpose.

	Paddington
(Spring 1)

	Grade, shade, tonal, blend, outline, exhibition, sketch. 

	Rainforest
Summer 1)

	Pressure, manipulate, imprint, scoring, malleable, kneading. 



	DT
General Vocabulary taught throughout KS1
Texture, sieve, grease, tin, problem, purpose, function, ideas, explain, annotate, label, picture, diagram, explore, describe, develop, test, materials, practice, success criteria, product, investigate, make, structure, test, build, construct, adapt, change, successful, improve, change, functional, critique, like/dislike, identify, characteristics, appearance, roll, senses, stir, mix, smell, taste, safety, cutter, variety/several, bake, cool, decorate, puppet, scissors, fabric, material, join, template, fabric pens, cut, glue stick, design.  

	Year 1 Cycle A 

	Once Upon A Time
(Autumn 1)


	Flatten, dough, combine, gingerbread man, texture, aroma, hygiene, appearance, combine, measure, weigh. 

	Great Fire Of London
(Spring 2)


	Sew, thread, needle, knot, felt, decorate.

	Travel and Transport
(Summer 2)


	Mechanism, structure, tabs, axel, dowel, rotate, slides, car, join, lever. 

	Year 1 Cycle B

	Bucket and Spade
(Autumn 1)

	Skewer, chop, nutrition, variety, safety, nutrition, vitamins, texture, juicy. 

	The Park
(Spring 2)


	Go cart, names of park equipment in the local park. 

	Man On The Moon
(Summer 1)
	components, template, pattern, join, thread, stuffing (wadding)

	Year 2

	Victorians
(Autumn 2)


	Victoria sponge, combine, whisk, spread, beat, pre-heat.

	Dragons and Castles
(Spring 2)

	Template, running stitch, binka. 

	Remarkable People
(Summer 2)

	Slider, pivot, slit, lever, vertical, horizontal.



	History

	Year 1 Cycle A

	People Who Helped Us
(Autumn 2)


	Similarities, difference, history, timeline, past, present, future, significant, compare, achievement, changes.

	Great Fire Of London
(Spring 2)


	Parliament, centuries, London, sequence, events, earlier, later, source, Britian, anniversary.

	Travel and Transport
(Summer 2)


	Local, Preston, decade, generations, memoirs, travel, transport, sources, sequence, significant.

	Year 1 Cycle B

	Marvellous Me
(Autumn 2)
	History, timeline, past, present, generations, memory, last year, week, month, changes.

	The Park
(Spring 2)

	Local, compare, similar, different, decade, century, years ago, significant, artefact, sources. 

	Man On The Moon
(Summer 1)

	International, famous, Apollo, sequence, lunar, event, space, transport. 

	Year 2

	Victorians
(Autumn 2)


	Victorians,  monarch, reign, Preston, royal, impact, research, modern, oldest, newest, future, museum, artefact, national, Brish, Britian. 

	Dragons and Castles
(Spring 2)


	Castles, types of castles, compare, features, moat, keep, drawbridge, ramparts, arrow, slits.

	Remarkable People
(Summer 2)
	Remembrance, significant, national, achievements, why, chronology, aspects, consequences. 



	Geography

	Year 1 Cycle A

	Once Upon A Time
(Autumn 1)


	Aerial, symbol, location, direction, left, right, beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, weather, 

	Home Sweet Home
(Spring 1)


	Atlas, surroundings, surround, local, seas, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop.

	Pirates
(Summer 1)


	Atlas, surroundings, surround, local, seas, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop.

	Year 1 Cycle B

	Bucket and Spade
(Autumn 1)


	Aerial, symbol, location, direction, left, right, beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, weather, 

	Our Country
(Spring 1)


	Atlas, surroundings, surround, local, seas, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop.

	Globe Trotters
(Summer 2)

	Atlas, surroundings, surround, local, seas, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop.

	Year 2

	Great Explorers
(Autumn 1)

	Relation, compare, climate, record, globe, landmarks, route, direction, compass, symbol.

	Paddington
(Spring 1)

	Characteristics, capital, city, recognise. 

	Rainforest
(Summer 1)

	Rainforest, habitat.



Assessment
The assessment of children’s vocabulary will form part of the ongoing assessment judgements teachers make at the end of each half termly unit. For children who are new to English they may have more bespoke assessments inline with our EAL and English policies. Where teachers have concerns about a child use of or understanding of new vocabulary this will be discuss during pupil progress meetings. 




